RE: Oppose Efforts to Block New Parks or Repeal Protections for Parks and Monuments

January 17, 2017

Dear Senator,

On behalf of the over 170 undersigned organizations and our millions of members across the country,
we are writing to strongly urge you to OPPOSE any “blocking new parks bills” like S. 33 or other attempts
to undermine the Antiquities Act or repeal protections for new parks and monuments.

Less than a week into the new Congress, multiple bills have been filed to gut the law that first protected
nearly half of our national parks —the Antiquities Act. Additionally, Members of Congress in both
chambers have indicated their intention to advance efforts to repeal protections for existing parks and
monuments — with the House even voting to make it easier to give away our public lands.

Since its enactment over a hundred years ago, the Antiquities Act has been one of our nation’s most
critical conservation tools for preserving our nation’s most important public lands and waters. Our
national parks and monuments and other protected public lands and waters unite all Americans by
protecting our shared American heritage for future generations to enjoy. The sheer diversity of historic,
cultural, and natural treasures that have been protected by the Antiquities Act is the reason why
hundreds of groups representing sportsmen, cultural heritage organizations, evangelicals, conservation,
recreation businesses, historic preservation, and many others all oppose efforts to undermine this vital
law.

The American people, including the millions of members we represent, overwhelmingly oppose efforts
to block establishment of new parks and repeal protections for the places they love. According to
Colorado College’s Conservation in the West Poll, 80% of western voters support “future presidents
continuing to protect existing public lands as national monuments.” This poll reinforces other surveys
that document widespread public opposition to congressional attacks on new parks. In a December
2014 Hart Research Poll, 90% of Americans support the permanent protection of some public lands,
monuments, wildlife refuges and wilderness. Americans want more protected public lands, not less!
We believe that the Senate should listen to the American public and celebrate our National Park System
and work towards making it even more inclusive of our nation’s diverse history and cultures, not attack
the ability to add to it!

Our organizations and the diverse array of members and interests we represent are united in our
support for our national parks and monuments. Our national parks and monuments protect our
uniquely American heritage and we stand with the overwhelming majority of our fellow Americans in
defending them from efforts to block new parks and repeal protections for existing parks and
monuments. We urge you to stand with our national parks and monuments and OPPOSE all bills to
block new parks bills — like S. 33 — and attempts to repeal protections for existing monuments.

Sincerely,

The Wilderness Society Conservation Alliance
NAACP Vet Voice Foundation



Friends of Cedar Mesa
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