The cultural resources located within Ironwood Forest National Monument represent approximately 8,000 years of human history. They include campsites used by Archaic hunter-gathers about 6,000 B.C., villages, hamlets, and agricultural fields where Hohokam farmers lived and cultivated corn, beans, and squash between A.D. 300 and A.D. 1450; sites where proto historic and historic Tohono O’Odham Indians, who are believed to be descendants of the Hohokam, camped, farmed and harvested domesticated and wild plant crops; a small mission/visita constructed in the late 1700s by Tohono O’Odham laborers for Spanish Franciscan friars; and remnants of historic mining camps and cemeteries dating to the 1880s. (Bureau of Land Management, 2001) 
The mission located within Ironwood Forest National Monument, Santa Ana de Cuiquiburitac, was closely tied to the missions at San Xavier del Bac and Tumacacori. However, the location of Ciquiburitac is barely discernable, save a few stones marking the outline of its foundation. For a more historical perspective of this mission, the Friends received permission to publish parts of the following article. 

Santa Ana de Cuiquiburitac: Pimeria Alta’s Northernmost Mission - Bernard L. Fontana
With translations from Spanish documents by Daniel S. Matson

Originally published in the Journal of the Southwest, Vol. 29, No. 2, Summer 1987, Copyright by the Arizona Board of Regents. Edited by Joseph C. Wilder.

Selected sections reprinted with permission from Journal of the Southwest, University of Arizona Press, The Southwest Center, Tucson.

It was Father Kino … who from 1687 until his death in 1711 established a network of missions among the northern Piman-speaking Indians of the Sonoran Desert, thereby introducing to these native peoples domestic livestock, new crops, new forms of architecture and settlement, a new language, new forms of political structure, a new religion, new technologies, and in short, selected segments of Western civilization. He also introduced a new geographic concept, that of the Pimeria Alta, to distinguish the homeland of the Upper (or northern) Pimans from that of Piman-speaking Indians much farther to the south, the Pimos Bajos or Lower (southern) Pimas.

By the end of the 18th century, San Xavier del Bac and Tucson [missions] could with some assurance be looked upon as permanent entries in the Spanish empire. To reach beyond them was ever in the minds of religious authorities, so it is not surprising that in 1805 Franciscans proposed a new mission establishment at Cuiquiburitac and that by 1810 Father Llorens had taken steps to construct another church as a visita among Piman Indians at this place about midway between Tucson and the villages of Pimas on the Gila River.

Because “Cuiquiburitac” is no longer a Piman place name, one cannot be sure of its translation. One possibility is kui givuldag, which literally means “mesquite [that is] constricted”. Perhaps the site was marked by a mesquite whose trunk had been deformed by some sort of constriction. Or, as Daniel Matson has offered, it may also have been gigivuldag, the plural form of “constricted”, suggesting two or more nearby constricted landmarks, perhaps mountains, hills, or arroyos.

Santa Ana de Cuiquiburitac appears on no maps and is today nothing more than an archaeological ruin.

Two documents, one written by Father Llorens to Father Francisco Moyano and another by Moyano to intendant governor Don Alexo Garcia Conde forwarding a copy of the Llorens report, shed considerable light on the mission visita that became the northernmost church in the Pimeria Alta. 

[Father Llorens’ report of December 27, 1811] The climate is good and promotes robust health, as I have experienced in 11 years of visiting here. Lumber for building is lacking as is permanent water for people and animals. Last year and this, lumber was brought [to Cuiquiburitac] by oxen from San Xavier del Bac. It was a 2-day trip. I used the lumber in the construction of a chapel, an adobe house, and another small room that served to shelter the escort and the few laborers with their families whom I had brought here during the past two years. It will be just as easy to transport things to the Gila, which is at the same distance.

The late Father Bonaventure Oblasser, O.F.M., who began missionary work among Pimas and Papagos in 1910 and who served among them for most of his priestly life until his death in 1967, was aware of the existence of Santa Ana. That some of his contemporary Franciscan missionaries, himself probably included, had visited the site is evidenced in three black-and-white photos of the place which are in an album of photos taken in the 1910s and ‘20s, an album which once belonged to the late Tiburtius Wand, O.F.M., and is now in the Oblasser Library at Mission San Xavier del Bac. Two of these pictures are labeled “S. Anna Mission,” and one has penned beneath it, “Supposed site of S. Anna Old Mission, 1919.” 

And beyond the details in Father Llorens’ report, we have no clear idea of the layout of the village or the description of the chapel and other buildings he erected here. Archaeology, of course, could shed some light on these matters.

Unknowns aside, the United States government has accorded formal recognition of Santa Ana de Cuiquiburitac as the northern-most Spanish mission in the Pimeria Alta. On August 7, 1973, it was nominated to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places, and soon after, the nomination was accepted. However, on the Register the O’odham place name is spelled Quiquiburitac rather than Cuiquiburitac, perhaps a minor discrepancy concerning an O’odham term whose meaning is still in doubt.

~

[Special Note: Additional selections and excerpts from this article will be part of a future newsletter.]

Do not miss the newest book from Bernard Fontana, A Gift of Angels: The Art of Mission San Xavier del Bac, published by University of Arizona Press. Mission San Xavier del Bac is a two-century-old Spanish church in southern Arizona located just a few miles from downtown Tucson. A National Historic Landmark since 1963, the mission’s graceful baroque art and architecture have drawn visitors from all over the world.

Now Bernard Fontana—the leading expert on San Xavier—and award-winning photographer Edward McCain team up to bring us a comprehensive view of the mission as we’ve never seen it before. With 200 stunning full-color photographs and incisive text illuminating the religious, historical, and motivational context of these images, A Gift of Angels is a must-have for tourists, scholars, and other visitors to San Xavier.

